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Abstract

This research focuses on the narration of hadith and isrg'liyyat in Imam Abu Hayyan al-
AndalUst’” masterpiece exegesis book, al-Bahr al-Muhit. As a multidisciplinary figure, Abu
Hayyan uses his expertise to elaborate on every verse of the Quran in the book, not to
mention the Prophet Muhammad PBUH’s hadith narration and the israTliyyat. Most hadiths
cited in this book are from the authentic hadith book narrated by Imam al-Bukhari and
Muslim, as well as the work of other hadith scholars. However, this book contains few
unauthentic hadith until Abd Hayyan is criticized for his lack of hadith expertise. The narration
of isra'iliyyat demonstrates Ablu Hayyan’s prudence, so much so that this book is recognized
as a preserved exegesis book and only mentions a few narrations of isra'iliyyat. However, it
has been found that this book also narrates fabricated isra'lliyyat.
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Introduction

The book of al-Bahr al-Muhtt is a well-known exegesis book that Muslims consult in order to
comprehend the interpretation of Quranic verses. This book was written using the tafsili
method in the year of 1311 or 710 Hijri when the author was 57 years old (Sulaiman, 2010).
It is categorized by scholars as tafsir bi al-ra'y al-mamdiih, and its contents are guaranteed to
be free of fabricated narrations and deviant beliefs. Abd Hayyan has learnt from many
teachers and it was stated that the total of his teachers were 450 teachers, therefore it
showed that Abl Hayyan seek knowledge very wide and in many filed of studies (Mohd Saad
et al., 2012). However, Muslims must still be cautious, as this exegesis book still contains few
fabricated narrations and israTliyyat (Abu Syahbah, 1988).

In addition to understanding the author’s method for narrating hadith and isra'iliyyat,
Muslims must also avoid arguing and being influenced by unreliable sources (Abidin & Noor,
2017). For example, the narrations of isra'iliyyat sometimes mixed up between authentic and
fabricated. Ibn Khaldun (2004) had mentioned about the history of isra'fliyyat infiltration in
the Islamic books and it brings harm to the Muslim who have least understanding about the
knowledge.
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Even though there were few unauthentic hadith and fabricated isra'Tliyyat in the
exegesis book written by Abl Hayyan, the book was still well preserved and not deviated from
the true teachings of Allah (Abl Syahbah, 1988). Therefore, this article wants to explore the
methodology used by Abl Hayyan to complete his exegesis book, to find out the parts of
unauthentic hadith and fabricated israTliyyat from the Abl Hayyan’ works and to investigate
the stand of Abl Hayyan towards Prophet Muhammad’s narration.

Perspective Towards the Hadith of the Prophet Muhammad PBUH

The writing of Abl Hayyan in his book is very firm and is based on the hadiths of the Prophet
Muhammad PBUH. If there is an authentic hadith found in interpreting certain verses of the
Quran, he will continue to stand to the interpretation without prolonging the debate on the
hadith.

There are many examples that show that he is committed to the hadith exegesis of the
Prophet Muhammad PBUH, which were

a. Allah verily says in Chapter al-Fatihah, verse 7 (1:7)

e g
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Translation
the Path of those You have blessed—not those You are displeased with, or those who are
astray.

— Dr. Mustafa Khattab, the Clear Quran

Abi Hayyan cited from Ibn Mas‘td, Ibn ‘Abbas, Mujahid, al-Suddi and Ibn Zayd that (T ugfa.ud
pe.d.r-) was addressed to the Jews, while (531*@"\') was addressed to the Christians. This
interpretation is narrated by ‘Adi bin Hatim and narrated by the Prophet Muhammad PBUH.
Thus, Abl Hayyan asserts: When a hadith is authentic from the Prophet Muhammad PBUH, it
is an obligation to agree with it (AbQ Hayyan, 1993; Abid Hayyan, n.d.).

b. Allah verily says in Chapter al-Bagarah, verse 79 (2: 79)
cﬁ&i@&y&m Cad ey o ALY LT wis &ye 1 03.13.0.3 “.:L“:b STl 59385 &l L,L)gs
va GBMSJ Bs MJ bbgg M.»bl

Translation

So woe to those who distort the Scripture with their own hands then say, “This is from
Allah” —seeking a fleeting gain! So woe to them for what their hands have written, and woe
to them for what they have earned.

— Dr. Mustafa Khattab, the Clear Quran
AbU Hayyan asserts: If the interpretation of (553 is authentic from the Prophet Muhammad
PBUH, then it is an obligation to agree with it (AbG Hayyan, 1993; Abd Hayyan, n.d.).

C. Allah verily says in Chapter al-Bagarah, verse 143 (2:143)
EaS T pafl Waz B3aldngd (e Uglill 55555 Lol Je 2ligh 9388 uawj ; ,&_J» U 583
AT H8 kgl sia u;,wux;yu 8180 wsubzw@;mwd}wyn os alsd V) gle
\iv‘o:«:g-)djcjjuuubcuﬂu\ W Y1)

\
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Translation

And so We have made you "believers” an upright community so that you may be witnesses
over humanity and that the Messenger may be a witness over you. We assigned your former
direction of prayer only to distinguish those who would remain faithful to the Messenger from
those who would lose faith. It was certainly a difficult test except for those "rightly” guided by
Allah. And Allah would never discount your "previous acts of” faith. Surely Allah is Ever
Gracious and Most Merciful to humanity.

— Dr. Mustafa Khattab, the Clear Quran
The interpretation of the meaning of l.l;:..&:j here is (Y94<) which is fair, it is cited from the
Prophet Muhammad PBUH. Abi Hayyan (1993; n.d.) explained: If the interpretation is
authentic from the Prophet Muhammad PBUH, then it is an obligation to interpret LEz:uj
according to the debate.

This approach clearly shows that Abl Hayyan is a person who prioritizes the authentic
interpretation of Nabawi. He even rejected all other interpretations made by other exegetes.

References Books of Hadith

The prevalence of Abu Hayyan when citing a hadith is when he will be referring the hadiths
to the main books in the science of hadith. Most of them are books cited by two major figures
of authentic hadith, al-Bukhari and Muslim, or one of them. There are also hadiths cited from
other major books and the names are mentioned by him, for example:

a. Citation from al-Bukhart dan Muslim, Allah verily says in Chapter al-Bagarah, verse 58
(2:58)

SufiageSiatas &I 5285 b 191983 135l OUTIIEST 1025 pila Lus (gho 15KS 58T odun 141257 U8 a'a
OA Gl

Translation

And 'remember” when We said, “Enter this city and eat freely from wherever you please;
enter the gate with humility, saying, ‘Absolve us.” We will forgive your sins and multiply the
reward for the good-doers.”

— Dr. Mustafa Khattab, the Clear Quran

AbU Hayyan when interpreting (l.};.:lo ST 731’5375) mentioned several opinions, then he
asserted that it is stated in the book of al-Bukhari in the chapter of Hadith al-Khudir ma“ Musa
‘alayhima al-salam (al-Bukhari, 1978) and Muslim in the book of al-Tafsir (Muslim, n.d.), the
interpretation of the verse is “they have all entered the gate by crawling”. Hence, other
interpretations of this verse cannot be used, and it is an obligation to follow the interpretation
of the Prophet Muhammad PBUH (AbU Hayyan, 1993; Abl Hayyan, n.d.).

b. Citation from the main books of hadith, Allah verily says in Chapter ali ‘Imran, verse 200
(3:200):

Yoo Oobldd (AT dTT5E5T5 1kalss T93:Lo3 To sl Tskale (T 5
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Translation
O believers! Patiently endure, persevere, stand on guard, and be mindful of Allah, so you may
be successful.

— Dr. Mustafa Khattab, the Clear Quran

Abl Hayyan stated that the interpretation of the above Quranic verse is based on hadith from
several main book of hadith (Abd Hayyan, 1993; Abl Hayyan, n.d.), namely:

Narrated in the book of al-Bukhari, the Prophet Muhammad PBUH said: The preparation on
the day of jihad fi sabilillah (striving in the name of Allah) is better than the world and its
whole contents (al-Bukhari, 1978).

While in the book of Muslim (n.d.), the Prophet Muhammad PBUH said: Preparation on the
day and night of jihad fi sabilillah (striving in the name of Allah) is better than fasting for a
month and worshipping at night. After death, the practice will continue to be beneficial, and
will be spared from various slanders.

Sunan Abl Daud (Abu Daud, n.d.) in chapter fi fadl al-ribat: The Prophet Muhammad PBUH
said: Everyone who dies has perfect his deeds, except al-murabit (i.e. the one who prepares
for jihad fi sabilillah (striving in the name of Allah)), his practice will continue to benefit until
the Day of Judgment and Resurrection and be spared from various slanders of the grave.

Fabricated Hadith

There is a hadith mentioned in the book of al-Bahr al-Muhtt which is:

A Jew came to see the Prophet Muhammad PBUH and said: O Muhammad, tell me about the
names of the stars seen by the Prophet Yusuf. The Prophet Muhammad kept quiet, Jibril came
down and told the names to the Prophet Muhammad PBUH. The Prophet Muhammad called
the Jews and said: Would you believe if | had told them? The Jew replied: Yes. The Prophet
Muhammad said: Juryan, al-Tariq, al-Dhayyal, Dha al-Katifayn, Qabis, Wathab, ‘Amudan, al-
Falig, al-Misbah, al-Fargh, al-Diya and al-Ndr. The Jew said: By Allah, those are the names (Abu
Hayyan, 1993).

This story is a fabricated story which is stated to the Prophet Muhammad PBUH, and it
was stated by Syahbah (1988) in his book, al-Isra'iliyyat wa al-Maudhi‘iyyat fi Kutub al-Tafsir
that this story is unauthentic, the Prophet Yusuf saw the star in appearance not by name.
After that comes the name that indicates the dream.

Although this fabricated hadith is found in the book written by Abld Hayyan, the
unauthentic narrations found in the entire book are very few and are still preserved as
mentioned by Syaykh Abu Syahbah himself 1988.

Criticism Towards Abi Hayyan

Criticism of Abl Hayyan was made by an expert on hadith and Quranic knowledge from Egypt,
Syaykh Abi Syahbah. Syaykh Abl Syahbah (1988) states that Abl Hayyan does not criticize
the narrations and conducts analysis of al-ta‘dil and al-tajrih, because in his opinion, Aba
Hayyan is not a scholar and critic of hadith that can distinguish the status of hadith.

This view is rather absurd because Abl Hayyan took a stand not to prolong the debate
of other fields of knowledge in his book. He also screened the hadith which has been reviewed
and criticized in the book of hadith before including it in his book. This method is a tradition
in his field by referring to the results of the hadith debate in the book of hadith without having
to re-discuss it in the book of exegesis (Abl Hayyan, 1993).
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The fact that Abd Hayyan is not a scholar of hadith is also rejected based on the many
book of hadith written by him himself. This is stated by Imam al-Dhahab1 (1988) in Mu jam al-
mukhtass bi al-muhaddithin: it was written to me his narration (Abl Hayyan), he did a good
job in the knowledge of hadith and received many requests for it.

Narration of isra'iliyyat in al-Bahr al-Muhtit

Isra'iliyyat is the plural of isra'iliyyah, which is the relational adjective (an-Nisbah) and genitive
construction (al-Idafah) to the word Isra'll. Isra'il makes reference to Prophet Ya’qlb bin Ishaq
bin lbrahim (‘Alaihis Salam), the progenitor of the twelve Jewish tribes. Thus, Jews are
referred to as Bani Isra'll — the Children of Isra’ll (Siddiqga, 2021; Wan Razali, Mohd Noor &
Awang, 2016).

The categories of isra'iliyyat tales are categorized into three sections: sahih, mawdhu
and maskut ‘anhu. The sahih stories of isra'iliyyat are stories that have been discovered to
correspond with Allah's revelation in the Quran and hadith of the Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH). Conversely, the stories of mawdhu” are having contradiction with the Quran and
hadith. The stories that are silenced (maskut '‘anhu) are those whose veracity cannot be
determined with certainty (Abu Syahbah, 1971).

The book of al-Bahr al-Muhit is an exegetical book that does not narrate the stories or
of isra'lliyyat but if there is a narration, then it is to explain the authenticity of the isrg'liyyat.
Abil Hayyan (1993) explained in his book’s introduction: Likewise, they mention something
that is unauthentic in asbab nuzal, hadith on fada'il, unreasonable tales and history of
isra'lliyyat. 1t is not worth mentioning this in the science of exegesis.

In writing the isra'iliyyat narration, the method used by Abu Hayyan was using the weak
sighah (term) which was ($ 9.) or (J«8) to show the weakness of that narration (Syukri, 2006).

Among the isra'lliyyat stories found in al-Bahr al-Muhtt and commented by Abl Hayyan
on the fabrication are as follows

4

a. Calf Worshipping
Allah verily says in Chaper al-Bagarah verse 51 (2:51):

0\ Hgakls M\gaomu.odzﬂl REN) Muu))l RETY) Gaeg .5\3
Translation:
And "remember’ when We appointed forty nights for Moses, then you worshipped the calf in
his absence, acting wrongfully.

— Dr. Mustafa Khattab, the Clear Quran

Abl Hayyan (1993) explained that exegetes cite many different stories about the reason for
calf worshipping and its worship approaches from lbn Abbas, al-Suddi and others. Hence, he
stressed: A lot of rumors accompany this matter, only Allah knows its authenticity. This story
has never been supported by its authenticity, whether through the Quran or authentic hadith,
therefore we leave this citation based on our traditions in this book.

b. Attempted Seduction Towards Prophet Yusuf
Allah verily says in Chapter Yusuf verse 24 (12:24)

Yiu\.saij\b.)b.cu.os l "MTQ&C;BJ@J;JJJS:AQ}C)_Q)JEJ oy }’Leg‘o.‘bgéd)mu\.dj
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Translation

She advanced towards him, and he would have done likewise, had he not seen a sign from his
Lord. This is how We kept evil and indecency away from him, for he was truly one of Our
chosen servants.

— Dr. Mustafa Khattab, the Clear Quran

Abl Hayyan (1993) explained this verse: Some of them associated to the Prophet Yusuf
something that was not suitable for him, that is, with the attitude of the wicked. My choice is
that the Prophet Yusuf was not tempted by the woman, but he was denied seeing the sign (a
sign from Allah).

C. The tale of Allah’s house (Allah’s Bayt)
Allah verily says in Chapter al-Bagarah verse 127 (2:127)

VYV AT Aol ol GLTo JEBS G55 Jantaials ol (o Al deass] 4355 313

Translation
And "‘remember® when Abraham raised the foundation of the House with Ishmael, "both
praying,” “Our Lord! Accept "this” from us. You are indeed the All-Hearing, All-Knowing.

— Dr. Mustafa Khattab, the Clear Quran

Some exegetes mention the characteristics of the house of Allah, which is perpetually, the
story that happened to it, the material of the manufacture of the door, the frequencies of
Prophet Adam performing the pilgrimage, the material that Prophet Ibrahim used to build it,
the assistant who helped Prophet Ibrahim build it and many others (Abl Hayyan, 1993).

AbU Hayyan explained that this happened because of the habit of exegetes to cite
everything they come across. In other way, they should seek references from the authentic
sources, the Quran and hadith.

Fabricated Isra'iliyyat Narration

There is evidence that the book of al-Bahr al-Muhit also narrated fabricated isra'iliyyat
narrations, for example in a story in the Quranic verse in Chapter al-Fajr, verse 7 (89:7):

V olaadl 3 &)

Translation:

"the people” of Iram—with "their” great stature

— Dr. Mustafa Khattab, the Clear Quran

Abl Hayyan cites from exegetes that zat al- Imad is a city built by Shaddad bin ‘Ad upon
hearing about heaven, but with an untrue visualize, it is impossible to build a real heaven in
this world. Allah Almighty sent a decree upon the city and its inhabitants before they could
enter the city and all of them were destroyed at once. He stated that this story is found in the
books al-Tahrir and al-Kashshaf (AbG Hayyan, 1993).

However, this story is an unauthentic story because Ibn Kathir (1999) stated in his book,
“All of this (the story and false depiction of the ‘Ad) is part of the superstition and isra'liyyat
designed by the zindig people to confuse the thoughts of the ignorant so that they believe
the matter.

Nevertheless, the book of al-Bahr al-Muht is citing very few the narration of fabricated
isra'iliyyat. This is in line with the statement of Syaykh AbiG Syahbah (1988) in his book that
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the exegesis of Abl Hayyan is among the preserved exegesis and only cite few of the narration
of isra'iliyyat and unauthentic source.

Conclusion

Abl Hayyan wrote the book of al-Bahr al-Muhitt with reference based on the hadith of the
Prophet Muhammad PBUH and if there is an authentic hadith that he found in interpreting
certain verses of the Quran, then he continues to use the interpretation without prolonging
the debate. Based on the examples shown, he is very committed to the interpretation from
the hadith of the Prophet Muhammad PBUH. Although there is a criticism that he is not an
expert in the field of hadith because he does not show the analysis of the status of hadith in
the book of exegesis, the criticism does not affect his credibility as a figure as it is customary
for him not to incorporate knowledge in other fields in this book.

Abi Hayyan was found to be less narrated the isra'iliyyat. If it occurs, it is an explanation
for the status of the isrg'liyyat. He is of the opinion that narrating something that is
unauthentic should not happen in the science of exegesis, but if he uses the narration of
isra'lliyyat, he will use the weak sighah (term); ($9) or (J3) to show the weakness of the
narration.
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