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Abstract   
The studies on Arabic writing skills in Malaysia are very extensive and dynamic. Although 
various dimensions have been studied and explored, students’ lack of skills in constructing 
Arabic sentence pattern remains a major issue. In this matter, an effective and deliberate 
approach to learning Arabic will help students to overcome this issue. Hence, this study 
focuses on an Arabic learning method; an imitation approach; which is a part of the features 
in the Social Learning Theory (Bandura, 1963), in helping students to construct a sentence 
pattern using the students’ existing knowledge, the Quranic verses. Therefore, this study was 
conducted in order to identify the students’ ability in constructing the nominal sentence and 
the verbal sentence through the imitation of Quranic verses and to examine the aspects of 
mistakes that often take place in the Quranic verses imitation. A total of nine (9) respondents 
from Form Four students were directly involved in this study. This study which applied a 
qualitative approach had collected data through questionnaire and a series of interviews. The 
result shows that the respondents found it easier to build nominal sentence patterns 
compared to verbal sentence patterns. The respondents that were able to build good Arabic 
sentence pattern were those who excelled in the Quranic verses memorisation. Other than 
that, this study also records four (4) types of mistakes that frequently occurred in the 
imitation process of Quranic verses such as spelling errors, unnecessary addition of ‘ال’ in 
certain words, incorrect use of madd letter as well as inaccurate use of verbs. Thus, it is hoped 
that this study will help educators to improve the quality of teaching besides providing them 
with other possible method in facilitating students to enhance the mastery of writing skills, 
especially in the construction of (Arabic) sentence pattern. 
Keyword: Arabic Writing Skills, Imitation Approach, Arabic Sentence Pattern. 
 
Introduction 
The goal of learning Arabic for the secondary level in Malaysia is to educate students so that 
they are able to master the four language skills, which are listening, speaking, reading and 
writing as well as applying it in certain situations using correct grammar and according to true 
Islamic manners. Out of these four language skills, writing skill has its own position in the 
formal education system as they become the main medium of assessment. 
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Writing is a productive language skill (Muda, 2015). This means, if the students are weak in 
the aspect of writing, they are not necessarily able to be excellent students in the exam 
despite the fact that they can speak Arabic well and fluently (Ahmad, 2003). Writing a 
sentence requires students to think, reason, organise and work on ideas before they are 
turned into facts or complete stories. Students must also be able to write words correctly 
besides acquiring a lot of Arabic vocabulary to write correct short sentences (Samah, 2012). 
 
Through the highlights of the study that has been conducted, writing skills among students 
are found to be at a weak level. Among the problems that students often face is that they 
cannot convey their ideas in the form of complete sentences using the correct method and 
sentence structure because they get confused in writing simple sentences (Mat Isa, Abdul 
Rahman, Ku Azizan, & Jamali, 2016). This explains that students' ideas are too abstract and 
unfocused in addition to the lack of vocabulary have caused this to happen. Therefore, it is 
very important to state that the teaching techniques in writing skills need to be diversified as 
an effort to help students learn writing skills especially in sentence construction. 
 
Problem Statement 
In learning a language as a second language, writing is one of the important skills that must 
be mastered by all students (Mohamed, 2001). This is because, students can take note and 
pour all thoughts and ideas into written form through this skill. However, writing skill is a 
complex skill that involves the integration of various skills (Mahmood & Zailani, 2017). It is 
also a skill that is difficult to be taught and mastered by students because this skill involves 
the most complex level of literacy (Karim, 2004). Writing skill becomes more complicated to 
master when it involves learning in a foreign language such as Arabic. Based on some of these 
difficulties, the findings of previous studies show that students in Malaysia are still weak in 
producing good Arabic writing (Ahmad, 2003; Abdullah, 2003; Norudin et al., 2014). 
 
In general, there are many studies that had been conducted to identify the causes of writing 
weaknesses in Arabic. Among the findings in previous studies is that many students cannot 
distinguish between single sentence and compound sentences, do not know the differences 
of sentence types, are not able to construct correct sentences and are inefficient in 
differentiating between correct and wrong sentences (Ahmad, 2003). Other than that, the 
inability of students to construct sentences according to the correct grammatical structure is 
a common problem in writing this language (Abdullah, 2003). Students' writings are also 
difficult to read and understand because they often use the method of translating words from 
their mother tongue (Norudin et al, 2014). In fact, there are also words that are written out 
of its context because they use the literal method of translation. In addition, this weakness is 
also associated with the teacher’s teaching methods (Ahmad, 2003). In the teaching of 
grammar and morphology, teachers are advised not to only explain the method in isolation 
to enable students to build the correct sentence structure, but teachers also need to 
emphasise the usage of it in the teaching and learning process. (Shaiful Baharum & Samah, 
2015). 
 
In the process of mastering the writing skill of a language, sentence construction is the initial 
stage that students need to grasp. Students can learn good writing skill if they are capable to 
construct sentences. This is because writing skill requires the mastery of some basic things 
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such as the abilities to write words, use sentences and communicate or convey expressions 
so that the sentences can be written well (Samah, 2012). In this case, the students’ skill in 
constructing sentences based on nominal sentence pattern and verbal sentence pattern is 
also considered as an important mastery so that they are proficient in writing essays (Isa, 
2011). 
 
For the purpose of making the students better in writing using good sentence patterns, the 
teaching approaches used are very important so that the learning objectives can be achieved. 
In the delivery of a lesson, specifically in the teaching of Arabic, the use of appropriate and 
interesting methods should be given priority. Therefore, the imitation approach is seen as one 
of the teaching methods that can be applied in the teaching of writing based on Social 
Learning Theory (Bandura, 1963). This is evidenced by studies that have been done in 
languages other than Arabic, including the study of Saeidi & Sahebkheir (2011); Abbuhl (2011) 
and Matthey (2010). A study on the imitation approach in Arabic was conducted by Nurbayan 
(2011) and Abd Aziz (2015). Their studies have used essay models to be imitated by students. 
In Malaysia, the issue of constructing sentence patterns using imitation approaches, 
especially the imitation of Quranic verses, is still not well received and needs to be given more 
attention. 
 
Besides that, a learning process will be more interesting and easier to be learnt by a student 
when the process uses the students’ prior knowledge. In fact, every human being has an 
existing information stored in their memory. This information results from any event that has 
occurred in a person, which is then activated, and subsequently utilized in new situations 
(Rumelhart, 1980). Even students who learn Arabic in Malaysia get very excited when they 
learn the Arabic which is a language associated with the existing knowledge within 
themselves, especially the verses of the Quran (Mustapha, 2010). 
 
The use of the Qur'an for the purpose of teaching Arabic language knowledge has been 
applied a long time ago, especially grammar has received major attention by the scholars of 
Arabic grammar (Mustapa, Zailani, Ab.Ghani, Hashim, & Shaadon 2012). Therefore, the verses 
of the Qur'an that are often read or memorised by students are considered as existing 
information that can be utilized for learning Arabic, including in mastering writing skills. 
Therefore, based on some of the above statements, this study was conducted to investigate 
the imitation approach of Quranic verses in the construction of Arabic sentence patterns by 
students in one of the secondary schools in Malaysia. 
 
Research Questions 
How do students use the imitation approach of Quranic verses in constructing nominal 
sentence pattern and verbal sentence pattern? 
What are the errors that occur in the imitation process of Quranic verses? 
 
Objectives of the Study 
1.3.1 Identify the use of imitation approach of Quranic verses in constructing nominal 

sentence pattern and verbal sentence pattern among students. 
 
1.3.2 Study the errors that occur in the imitation process of Quranic verses. 
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Literary Study  
Issues in Learning the Skill of Arabic Writing 
The issue that is the essence of this study is related to the problems that arise in learning 
Arabic writing skills. The entire discussion will summarise the findings of previous studies as 
a starting point to investigate students' mastery in the construction of Arabic sentence 
patterns which is the foundation of mastering writing skill. The results of the summary found 
that there are five (5) main weaknesses faced by students in Malaysia while learning these 
skills as illustrated in the following diagram: 
 

 
 

Figure 2.1. Issues in Learning the Skill of Arabic Writing 
 
Imitation 
In the current learning of languages, several teaching methods have been introduced 
including imitation. Imitation is a social process or action of a person to imitate others, be it 
appearance, lifestyle, or even anything that other people have by involving the senses as a 
recipient of stimuli. Imitation first appears in the family, neighbours and then in the 
community.  
 
The meaning of imitation in learning is a process of cognition of students to perform an action 
as done by the model using the senses as a recipient of stimuli with the ability to perform the 
actions. In this case, the teacher is considered a model in classroom learning. Also, imitation 
will not happen by itself. Someone needs an excuse to imitate something else. This process 
of learning using imitation (copying) can have a positive impact and vice versa. 
 
Based on this definition, it can be concluded that imitation is an action in learning done by 
students with the help of teachers as models. It is known as learning through observation by 
students and then the students repeat the same action based on the observed model. 
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Methodology 
Research Design 
In conducting a research, the appropriate research design is very important to ensure the 
results of the study findings (Chua, 2011). It means, if the research design is carefully 
constructed, the information obtained is in accordance with the research questions to be 
known and it shows that the method used in collecting data is effective (Konting, 2009). 
 
Besides that, the selection of a qualitative research design should place the researcher in the 
empirical world that connects the research question with the data (Punch, 2001). Qualitative 
case studies are usually conducted because researchers are interested in exploring, 
interpreting and gaining an in depth understanding of a case, not to test a hypothesis (Lebar, 
2017). 
 
Therefore, this study uses a qualitative approach in the form of a case study to see the 
respondents' acceptance of the imitation method. 
 
Study Respondents 
The sampling method used in this study is in the form of purposive sampling (Chua, 2011). 
This sampling method means that the sample is intended or that is actually selected because 
it meets all the criteria, properties and contains information as required in the study 
(Darusalam & Hussin, 2016). Coinciding with this method, the researcher has selected nine 
(9) respondents namely four (4) male students and five (5) female students consisting of form 
four students with the help of class teachers and subject teachers al-Lughah al- ' Arabiyyah 
al-Mu'asirah (LAM). 
 
Research Instruments  
Selection of eight (8) pattern forms taken from the nominal sentence pattern and verbal 
sentence pattern found in the Curriculum Standard Document (DSK) Early Integrated 
Curriculum (KBD) for the subject of al-Lughah al-'Arabiyyah al-Mu'asirah (LAM). The following 
is a table of nominal sentence pattern and verbal sentence pattern:  
 
 
Table 3.1 Nominal Sentence Pattern 

No. Nominal Sentence Pattern Example of Quranic Verse 

1 N + N (الاسم + الاسم) 

  
  َٓ

َ ق  بأ
َ
ٞ وَأ يۡأ

َ
 خ
ُ
خِرَة

ٓ أ
   ١٧  وَٱلۡ

 
 

2 N + V (الاسم + الفعل) 
مأ 
ُ
َ ك
َ
ن
أ
ق
َ
ل
َ
نُ خ حأ

َ
  ن

َ
ون

ُ
ق
ِّ
صَد

ُ
 ت
َ
لَ وأ

َ
ل
َ
   ٥٧ف

 

3 
 
N + JARR PARTICLE + N  
 (الاسم + الحرف + الاسم)

 
ة  
َ
ي عِيش ِ

هُوَ ف 
َ
اضِيَة   ف   ٧رَّ
 

4 
N + V + JARR PARTICLE + N  
 (الاسم + الفعل + الحرف + الاسم)

  
ۚ
هَا
َّ
  ل
ر 
َ
ق
َ
ت رِي لِمُسأ جأ

َ
سُ ت مأ

َّ
 وَٱلش
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The table above shows the four types of nominal sentence pattern found in DSK KBD for LAM 
subjects along with one (1) example of Quranic verse that meets the criteria for each nominal 
sentence pattern. 
 
Table 3.2 Verbal Sentence Pattern 

No. Verbal Sentence Pattern Example of Quranic Verse 

1 V + N (الفعل + الاسم) 
الَ  

َ
نسََ نُ وَق ِ

أ
هَا  ٱلۡ

َ
   ٣مَا ل

 

2 
 
V + N + N  
 (الفعل + الاسم + الاسم)

 
هَا  

َ
ال
َ
ق
أ
ث
َ
ضُ أ رأ

َ أ
رَجَتِ ٱلۡ

أ
خ
َ
   ٢ وَأ
 

3 
 
V + N + JARR PARTICLE + N ( + الفعل + الاسم
 (الحرف + الاسم

 
انِهِمأ 

َ
َٓ ءَاذ

َ
ا عَل

َ
ن بأ َ

َ ض 
َ
ا   ف

ٗ
د
َ
فِ سِنِيۡ َ عَد هأ

َ
ك
ۡ
ي ٱل ِ

   ١١ف 
 

4 
 
V + N + JARR PARTICLE + N + N   
 (الفعل + الاسم + الحرف + الاسم + الاسم)

 
َ ت  

َّ
ا فِيهَا جَن

َ
ن
ۡ
ا فِيهَا مِنَ    وَجَعَل

َ
ن رأ جَّ

َ
َ ب  وَف

َ
ن عأ
َ
خِيل  وَأ

َّ
ن ن مِّ

عُيُونِ 
ۡ
   ٣٤ٱل
 

 
The table above shows the four types of verbal sentence pattern found in DSK KBD for LAM 
subjects along with one (1) example of Quranic verse that meets the criteria of each verbal 
sentence pattern. 
 
Selection of Quranic verses from eight (8) surahs in the Quran to be imitated by students. The 
chapters used in this study are surah Yāsin, surah al-Mulk, surah al-Kahf, surah al-Wāqi’ah and 
four (4) surahs from Juz ‘Amma; namely surah al-A’lā, surah al-Qāri’ah, surah al-Mutaffifin 
and surah al-Zalzalah. The selection of these chapters is based on surah memorisation of form 
four students who use KBD, namely surah Al-Mulk and surah Yāsin. Meanwhile, surah al-Kahf 
and surah al-Wāqi’ah are chapters that are recited weekly by students. The selection of four 
(4) surahs from Juz ‘Amma is because it meets the criteria of the nominal sentence pattern 
and the verbal sentence pattern in the study. 
 
Build test questions using the exercise format found in the Form 1 LAM workbook (KPM, 
2015). The question is divided into two parts, namely part A and part B. Part A is a question 
about the nominal sentence pattern and part B is a question about the verbal sentence 
pattern. 
 
Analysis of Findings and Discussion 
Analysis of the Use of Imitation of Quranic Verses for Nominal Sentence Patterns 
 
The results of the analysis according to the order of four (4) nominal sentence patterns are 
reported in the following subtopics. 
 
Noun + Noun ( الاسم + الاسم  ) 
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Examples of Quranic verses that had been given to students and met the requirements of this 
nominal sentence pattern were  

 
خِرَة

ۡ أ
ر  وَٱلْ ۡ ي 

َ
َى  خ

َ ق  بأ
َ
 ۦ ,وَأ َ ذِهِ

َ
م   ه

َّ
جَهَن  and  ا

َ
َ ذ
َ
  ه

ر
َط صَِ  The majority of 

students were able to answer this question correctly and managed to imitate the example of 
Quranic verses given as answers (R1, R3, R5, R7 and R9). 
 
However, there were also students who answered one of the three answers asked using self-
constructed verses without imitating the memorised Quranic verses. An example of the 
answer given was مَد حأ

َ
جَمِيل   أ  (R2 / U3). 

 
Some students who gave the wrong answer to this question also used the imitation of Quranic 
verses, but the Quranic verses did not meet the requirements of the nominal sentence 
pattern. Examples of their answers were   حۡمََ ن

حِيمِ  ٱلرَّ ٱلرَّ  and  ِرۡءَان
 
ق
ْ
حَكِيمِ  وَٱل

ۡ
ٱل  (R4 / U3), (R6 / U3) 

and (R8 / U1, U3). 
 
Nouns + Verbs (الاسم + الفعل) 
Examples of Quranic verses that had been given to students and met the requirements of this 
nominal sentence pattern were   حۡن

َ
مۡ  ن

ُ
َ ك
َ
ن
ۡ
ق
َ
ل
َ
حۡن   ،  خ

َ
حۡۡ   ن

 
ن  and  ا

َ
ن م   رَبُّ

َ
يَعۡل . For this nominal sentence 

pattern, all students managed to answer this question correctly and only a few students could 
fully imitate the examples of Quranic verses given (R5, R7 and R9). 
The majority of the students used self-constructed verses without imitating the memorised 
Quranic verses. Examples of the answers given were مَد حأ

َ
ۡ  أ

ش  يَمأ  (R1 / U6), مَد حأ
َ
ب   أ َ أ يَش   ((R2 / U6) 

and (R4 / U6)),   ن حأ
َ
ام  ن

َ
ن
َ
ن  (R3 / U6),  ب َ د يَشْر مُحَمَّ   (R6 / U6) and  عَب

ْ
ل
َ
نُ ن حر

َ
ن   (R8 / U6). 

 
However, there were also students who answered using the imitation of Quranic verses apart 
from the example of Quranic verses that had been given, which is م

 
ت
أ
ن
َ
ون لا أ م 

َ
ل عأ
َ
ت  (R8 / U4). 

 
 
Nouns + JARR Particle + Nouns ( الاسم + الحرف + الاسم ) 
Among the examples of Quranic verses that had been given to students and met the 
requirements of nominal sentence pattern were  َو ه 

َ
ۡ  ف ِ

ة   ف 
َ
اضِيَة   عِيش رَّ  and ۥ

 
ه سۡنِيم   مِن وَمِزَاج 

َ
ت . The 

majority of students could answer this question correctly but none of the students managed 
to fully imitate the Quranic verses to answer these three questions. Most students used self-
constructed verses without imitating the memorised Quranic verses. Among the examples of 
answers given were  ابُ  عل المكتب

َ
ي ا ,(R1, R8 / U9) الكِت ِ

مَد ف  حر
َ
لأ صر

َ
لف ِ (R2, R9 / U9),  ي المكتبة

ابُ ف 
َ
 الكِت

(R3/ U9),  ي الصُندق ِ
ابُ ف 

َ
ي البيت    ,(R4/ U9)  الكِت ِ

مَد ف  حر
َ
أ  (R5 / U9), ي المطعم ِ

مَد ف  حر
َ
القلم عل     and (R6/ U9)  أ

 .(R7/ U9)المكتب
 
However, there were also students who imitated the verses of the Quran to answer this 
question but did not meet the requirements of the requested nominal sentence pattern; 
which is  

 
خِرَة

ى أ
ر  وَٱلْ أ ي 

َ
َى  خ

َ ق  بأ
َ
وَأ  (R2 / U7). 

 
Nouns + Verbs + JARR Particle + Nouns ( الاسم + الحرف + الفعل + الاسم ) 
Examples of Quranic verses that had been given to students and met the requirements of 
nominal sentence pattern were م

ُ
ه
َ
بَأ
َ
 ن
َ
ك يأ

َ
صُّ عَل

ُ
ق
َ
نُ ن حأ

َّ
   ، ن

ۚ
هَا
َّ
  ل
ر 
َ
ق
َ
ت رِي لِمُسأ جأ

َ
سُ ت مأ

َّ
مُ بِهِم  and ، وَٱلش

َ
ل عأ
َ
هُمأ أ ب  ُّ   رَّ

.The majority of the students were able to answer this question correctly and there were 
students who answered the questions in this section by fully imitating the example of Quranic 
verses given as answers (R3, R5, and R7). 
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Besides that, there were also students who answered one of the three answers asked using 
self-constructed verses without imitation of the memorised Quranic verses. Examples of the 
answers given were مَد حأ

َ
ب   أ َ أ ۡ  يَش  ِ

ارَةِ  ف 
َ
الِإد  (R2 / U12), مَد حأ

َ
ل   أ

ُ
ك
ْ
ۡ  يَأ ِ

رَسَةِ  ف 
أ
مَد

ْ
ال  (R8 / U12) and   ي ِ

لَ ف 
َ
ك
َ
د أ مُحَمَّ

عَم 
ر
مَط

ْ
 .(R9/ U12) اِل

 
However, there were also students who made the mistake of imitating Quranic verses that 
did not meet the requirements of the nominal sentence pattern as the answer, which are 

ا
َ
ن
ْ
   مِن   وَجَعَل

يۡدِيهِمۡ  بَي ۡ 
َ
أ  (R1 / U11) and مِهِۦ وأ

َ
َ ق

َ
ا عَل

َ
ن
ۡ
نزَل
َ
 .(R8 / U10) أ

 
Analysis of the Usage of Quranic Imitation for Verbal Sentence Patterns 
The results of the analysis according to the order of four (4) verbal sentence patterns are 
reported in the following subtopics. 
 
Verb + Noun (الفعل + الاسم) 
Examples of the Quranic verses that had been given to students and met the requirements of 
this verbal sentence pattern are  

َ
مََ ن   وَعَد حأ   ،  ٱلرَّ

َ
ق
َ
  وَصَد

َ
ون

ُ
رۡسَل م 

ٱ
الَ  ،  ٱل

َ
آئِلر  ق

َ
ق  and  َال

َ
  وَق

َ
ن ِ
ۡ
ٱلإ . The majority 

of students were able to answer this question correctly and there were also students who 
answered the questions in this section by fully imitating the examples of Quranic verses that 
had been given as answers (R2, R3, R5, R6, R7 and R9). 
 
In addition, there were also students who answered one of the three answers asked using 
self-constructed verses without imitating the memorised Quranic verses. Examples of their 
answers were   ل

ُ
الب  يَأك

َ
الط  (R8 / U15) and  َالْطبَاء عَمَل  (R4 / U15). 

 
For verbal sentence pattern, none of the students used imitation of Quranic verses other than 
the examples of Quranic verses that were given. 
 
Verbs + Nouns + Nouns (الفعل + الاسم + الاسم) 
For this verbal sentence pattern question, examples of Quranic verses that were given to 
students and met the requirements of this verbal sentence pattern were وَرَءَا  

َ
ون م  جۡر 

م 
ۡ
ارَ  ٱل

َّ
ٱلن  and 

رَجَتِ 
ۡ
خ
َ
رۡض   وَأ

َ ۡ
هَا ٱلْ

َ
ال
َ
ق
ۡ
ث
َ
أ . Only some students managed to answer all the questions correctly but 

they did not use the imitation of the verses of the Quran given completely as answers (R1, R5, 
R7 and R9). 
 
The majority of students used self-constructed verses without imitating memorised Quranic 
verses. Among the examples of answers given were   ل

ُ
  يَأك

 
مَد حأ

َ
  أ

َّ
ز ر 
َ
الْ  (R1, R7 / U18),   ب َ أ بو يَش 

َ
  أ

َ
وَة هأ

َ
الق  

(R3 / U18),  َب
َ
ت
َ
  ك

 
مَد حأ

َ
ا أ الرِّ  (R5/ U18) and اي

َّ
 الش

ُ
بُ فاطمَة َ شْر

َ
  .(R8/ U18) ت

In addition, there are students who used the imitation of Quranic verses other than the 
example of Quranic verses that had been given, which is ا

َ
دِن
ۡ
  ٱه

َ
َط َ قِيمَ  ٱلصِِّ

َ
سۡت م 

ۡ
ٱل  (R4, R6, R8 / U17). 

 
Verb + Noun + JARR Particle + Noun (الفعل + الاسم + الحرف + الاسم) 
Examples of the Quran verses that were given to the students and met the verbal sentence 
pattern required are  ِال

َ
ا بِث

َ
ن
أ
ز عَزَّ

َ
هِمأ ف ِ

َ
يَ
ۡ
ك
َ
َٓ أ

َ
لُ عَل وأ

َ
ق
ۡ
انِهِمأ ، حَقَّ ٱل

َ
َٓ ءَاذ

َ
ا عَل

َ
ن بأ َ

َ ض 
َ
ءٍ ، ف أ ي

َ
مََ نُ مِن شْ حأ نزَلَ ٱلرَّ

َ
ث أ     and 

مِهِۦ وأ
َ
َ ق

َ
ا عَل

َ
ن
ۡ
نزَل
َ
 The majority of the students were able to answer this question correctly and .أ

there were students who answered the questions in this section by fully imitating the example 
of Quranic verses given as answers (R3, R5, and R7). 
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Many students used self-constructed verses without imitating the memorised Quranic verses. 
Among the examples of answers given were  َب

َ
ت
َ
مَد ك حأ

َ
ۡ  أ ِ

ابِ  ف 
َ
الكِت  (R2 / U21),  ۡ ِ

ش  م   يَمأ
ِّ
لِ  ال  المعَل صأ

َ
الف  

(R4 / U20) and عَب
ْ
مَل
ْ
ي ال ِ

رول ف  زر
َ
عَبُ ف

ْ
يَل ِ  (R8/U21). 

 
Other than that, there were students who made the mistake of imitating Quranic verses by 
mixing Quranic verses from different surahs and wrote them as answers. Among the examples 
of their wrong answers are  

َ
ق
َ
  وَصَد

َ
ون

ُ
سَل رأ م 

ْ
نزَلَ  ٱل

َ
حۡمََ ن   أ ٱلرَّ  (R1 / U19), and  َال

َ
مۡ  ق ه  ب  ُّ م   رَّ

َ
عۡل
َ
  بأ

 
بِهِمۡ  (R2 

/ U20). 
 
Verb + Noun + JARR Particle + Noun + Noun ( الاسم + الاسمالفعل + الاسم + الحرف +  ) 
Examples of Quranic verses that were given to the students and met the requirements of the 
verbal sentence pattern asked were  ا

ٗ 
دِيهِمأ سَد يأ

َ
ِ أ
ا مِنۢ بَيۡأ 

َ
ن
ۡ
َ ت  ، وَجَعَل

َّ
ا فِيهَا جَن

َ
ن
ۡ
يۡأ   and وَجَعَل

َ
ن
أ
هِمُ ٱث يأ

َ
 إِل
ٓ
ا
َ
ن
ۡ
سَل رأ

َ
 .أِ

There were students who answered the questions in this section by fully imitating the 
examples of Quranic verses given as answers (R3, R5, and R7).  
 
For this verbal sentence pattern, most students used self-constructed verses without 
imitating the memorised Quranic verses. Some examples of the answers given were   مَد حر

َ
بَ أ

َ
ه
َ
ذ

بِيۡ 
َ
جِد الك مَسر

ْ
ل ,(R1/ U24) اِلى ال صر

َ
مَامَ الف

َ
ي أ ِ
مَد ف  حر

َ
لُ أ

ُ
ك
ْ
يَأ ِ (R2/ U24),  ة بِيَۡ

َ
لِ الك صر

َ
ي الف ِ

ب ف 
َ
لَ
ُ
رُسُ الط

ر
د
َ
ن ِ (R4/ U23) 

and رَسَة
ر
مَد

ْ
عَمِ ال

ر
ي مَط ِ

الِب ف 
َ
رُسُ الط

ر
يَد ِ (R6/ U24). 

 
Other than that, there were students who made the mistake of imitating Quranic verses by 
mixing Quranic verses from different chapters and wrote them as answers such as  

َ
ق
َ
 وَصَد

 
َ
ون

ُ
سَل رأ م 

ْ
نزَلَ  ٱل

َ
حۡمََ ن   أ ٱلرَّ  (R8 / U23). 

 
Analysis of the Errors in the Imitation Process of Quranic Verses  
The analysis of these students' answer errors is accompanied by examples of their answers 
and actual answers according to the types of errors. The following is a diagram showing the 
errors of students' answers in the test questions: 
 

 
Figure 4.2 Students’ Errors in Answering Test Questions 
Figure 4.2 shows four (4) student errors in the test questions which are spelling, addition of 
alif lam (ال) in words, incorrect use of madd letters and inaccurate verb usage. 
 
Spelling Errors 

 

 Errors 

Spelling errors 

Unnecessary addition of 
alif lam (ال) in certain 

words. 

Incorrect use of madd 
letters 

Inaccurate use of verbs 
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Misspellings in writing will result in inaccurate information being conveyed and may not be 
fully understood. The features of Arabic writing are very necessary so that each spelling is 
written accurately not only in the form of letters, but also the accuracy is necessary in dots, 
symbols, syaddah and so on. 
 
There are several forms of Arabic spelling errors; among them are the addition of vowel 
letters, the reduction of vowels or consonants, the reduction of consonant punctuation and 
the change of letters. Here are some examples of spelling mistakes made by the students in 
this study. 
 
Examples : 

 )ٖ الِث 
َ
ا بِث

َ
ن
أ
ز عَزَّ

َ
اٖبِثلاث )ف

َ
ن
ر
ز عَزَّ

َ
 ١- ف

نِيمٍ( سأ
َ
ۥ مِن ت

ُ
ه
ُ
اج
َ
نِيم )وَمِز سر

َ
ٖمن ت

ُ
ح
ُ
اج
َ
 ٢- وَمِز

ا( 
َ
ه
َ
ال
َ
ق
ۡ
ث
َ
ضُ أ رأ

َ أ
رَجَتِ ٱلۡ

أ
خ
َ
اٖ )وَأ

َ
ه
َ
ال
َ
سْق

َ
رضُ ٖأ

َ
رَجَتِ الۡ

ر
خ
َ
 ٣- وَأ

 
Unnecassry Addition of Alif Lam (ال) in Certain Words 
In Arabic, nouns and adjectives can be of a certain form (المعرفة) or indefinite (النكرة). Nouns 
and adjectives of a certain form begin with the particle alif lam (ال) and cannot accept the 
tanwin line on the last letter. The noun that has Alif Lam (ال) in the Arabic language does not 
have the same grammatical category in Malay. Therefore, it is the biggest problem of Malay 
students in terms of learning, understanding and usage compared to the others (Pa, 2001). 
 
In this study, it was found that students added alif lam (ال) in several places. This is likely to 
happen because the students do not practice writing Quranic verses after memorising the 
Quranic verses. 
 
Examples: 

قِيم ٖ( 
َ
سۡت  مُّ

ٞ
َط ا صَِ

َ
َ ذ
َ
َط المستقيم )ه ا صَِ

َ
َ ذ
َ
 ١- ه

مُٖ(
َّ
ن
َ
ه
َ
 ۦج َ ذِهِ

َ
مُٖ )ه

َّ
ن
َ
ه
َ
 ۦالج َ ذِهِ

َ
 ٢- ه

ا( 
َ
ه
َ
ال
َ
ق
ۡ
ث
َ
ضُ أ رأ

َ أ
رَجَتِ ٱلۡ

أ
خ
َ
 ٣- وأخرجت الۡرض الأثقالها )وَأ

 
 
Incorrect use of madd letters 
The sign of madd is one of the rules of tajwid in the recitation of the Qur'an. Madd rule has 
many divisions depending on the type of letter that collides and the position of the sentence. 
Mistakes in the use of this madd sign involve the errors made related to the short and long 
length of recitation of the Quranic verses that involve harakaṯ. Harakaṯ is the short and long 
duration of the voice when hiding an Arabic letter in the recitation of the Quran. 
 
In this study it was found that some students made a mistake when rewriting the verses of 
the Quran without putting a madd letter in the right place. This likely happened due to the 
lack of drills to rewrite the verses of the Qur'an after memorising it. Drilling method is an 
important method in language skills because skills are necessary to the process of repeating 
what is learned, spoken or written. 
 
Examples: 

 )ٖ
 

َٰط ا صَِ
َ
َ ذ
َ
ا صط )ه

َ
َ ذ
َ
 ١- ه
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ئِلٞ(
ٓ
ا
َ
الَٖ ق

َ
  ٢-ٖقل  قائل )ق

هَا(
َ
ال
َ
ق
أ
ث
َ
ضُ أ رأ

َ أ
تِٖ ٱلۡ

َ
رَج

ۡ
خ
َ
 ٣- وأخراجت الۡرض أثقالها )وَأ
 )ٖ
ُ
ن مَ َٰ

ۡ
ح  ٱلرَّ

َ
 ٤- وعد  الرحمنٖ )وَعَد

 
Inaccurate Verb Usage 
Verbs are all words that indicate the meaning of an action or behaviour that is accompanied 
by a description of time. Time in Arabic was originally understood from the form of the verb 
itself because the verb and time are expressed simultaneously. Whereas in the Malay 
language, verbs and time are two separate things and they are not mentioned at the same 
time. Thus, the Malay students often face difficulties in mastering verbs in Arabic. 
 
For this verse of the Quran, the students made the mistake of putting the wrong verb in the 
verse. It is a syntactic error when the students use the plural form of verb for the One God. 
This happened most likely because the students didn’t repeat as much to strengthen the 
memorisation of the verses of the Quran. 
 
Example: 

 )
ۚ مُٖ بِهِمأ

َ
ل
ۡ
ع
َ
ٖأ
ۡ
هُمۡ ب  ُّ  ١- رب  هم يعلموا  بهم )رَّ

 
Discussion 
Based on the analysis conducted, the researcher can conclude several things about the 
construction of sentence patterns by the students through imitation of Quranic verses, which 
are: 
 
1. The findings for the first objective, overall, it shows that it is easier for the students to 
construct using nominal sentences pattern through the imitation of Quranic verses, compared 
to verbal sentences. This coincides with the findings Ahmad (2003) which states that students 
tend to use nominal sentence pattern compared to verbal sentence pattern as they are 
influenced by the sentence patterns in Malay language whereby the sentence in Malay often 
begins with a noun. 
 
2. Other than that, only a few of them were able to build nominal sentence pattern and verbal 
sentence pattern well using the imitation of Quranic verses. They were excellent students in 
memorising the Quran. This coincides with the study of Rosidah, (2015) that there is a positive 
influence between memorising the Quran and the learning performance of Arabic. 
 
3. There were students who made the mistake of imitating the verses of the Quran to build 
nominal sentence pattern ( اسم + اسم ). They imitate the verses of the Qur'an that have the 
same pattern, but it is not a nominal sentence. Examples:  حَكِيم

ۡ
ءَانِ ٱل رأ

ُ
ق
ۡ
حِيم  and وَِٱل مََ نِ ٱلرَّ حأ  This .ٱِلرَّ

may be due to the fact that students had difficulty understanding the requirement of the 
question which requires them to construct nominal sentences rather than just stating the 
nouns. This finding is in line with the study of Hashim (2008) who stated that the most difficult 
aspect to be mastered by students is focused on grammar (grammar). 
 
4. In addition, the results of the study found that there were a few students who were able 
to provide answers using imitations of Quranic verses other than the examples of Quranic 
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verses that had been given. This shows that they were able to apply the knowledge learned 
well. 
 
Conclusion and Recommendations Required 
Based on the findings of the study that has been conducted, it was found that only some 
students are able to master the construction of nominal sentence patterns and verbal 
sentence patterns through the imitation of Quranic verses. Students who can construct a 
nominal sentence pattern and verbal sentence pattern using the imitation of verses of the 
Qur'an are those who excel in memorising the Qur'an. In addition, it can be concluded that 
the method of constructing sentences using the imitation of Quranic verses is well received 
by the students. 
There are several suggestions for teaching and learning sentence construction and one of it is 
using the imitation of Quranic verses which should be accompanied by teaching imla' 
(spelling) to reduce the risk of students making spelling errors while imitating Quranic verses. 
Students need to be trained to pronounce a word correctly according to the correct makhraj 
of letters and long and short vowels. In addition, teachers should include the element of 
grammar when implementing teaching using the imitation of Quranic verses. Teachers also 
need to increase training so that students are more confident in learning as well as diversify 
the use of sentence patterns so that the students can familiarise themselves to the variety of 
sentence patterns. 
 
Finally, it is hoped that the results of this study will give an impact and be a reference to all 
parties in the teaching and learning process and can be given more attention to, especially in 
the domain of writing skills. 
 
Implications of the Study 
In this section, the discussion covers the implications of the study through the discussion of 
findings of previous studies. Among the implications discussed are theoretical implications 
and practical implications. 
 
Theoretical Implications 
Based on the findings of the study, the researcher found that this imitation theory is very 
practical in the learning of building Arabic verse patterns through the imitation approach of 
Quranic verses. This is because this imitation approach provides a basis for students to 
construct good and accurate sentence patterns according to Arabic style. 
 
In addition, the researcher also found that the verses of the Qur'an are very suitable to be 
applied in the construction of Arabic sentence by students who are weak in Arabic writing as 
well as able to attract students to be closer to the Quran. 
 
Practical Implication 
The practical implications found by the researcher in this study is teaching of sentence 
construction does not only focus on the aspects of sentence patterns such as  اسم + اسم or   فعل
 in fact, it should include the discipline of knowledge such as touching on the two main ,+ فعل
elements of sentence construction which are subject )دأ

َ
ت ( and predicate (المبر ُ يََ

َ
 as well as )الخ

the grammatical rules related to both of these components. 
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