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Abstract   
This study was conducted to determine the use of flash card as visual learning aids to increase 
the level of sentence construct using preposition. The main purpose of the study was to 
identify the students to write the correct preposition based on flash card as visual learning 
aids. The second purpose of the study was to identify the students able to complete the 
sentences with the correct preposition based on flash card as visual learning aids. The third 
purpose of the third study was to identify students writing the correct sentences using 
preposition based on flash card as visual learning aids. There are 15 ILP, Pedas students were 
involved in this study. Preliminary surveys have been conducted through pre-test. Data is 
collected through pre-test and post-test. Students answer for 30 questions which assisted 
with the picture for post-test. Data analysis based on pre-test and post-test showed student 
scores are improved. The findings show that the student understanding has increased to 
construct sentences using flash card as preposition based on visual learning aids. Students are 
also motivated and interact in the classroom to construct sentences. The use of flash card as 
visual learning aids encourages the students to learn on their own. Students also can 
remember the preposition learned for a long time. In summary, this study helps the students 
to correctly identify the preposition and increase the level of writing using the correct 
preposition. 
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Introduction 

English is a global language that students need to master. English proficiency is 
essential for exploring a new knowledge in the field of education and is needed for get a good 
job (Mamat, 2016). Today, the tertiary institutions focus on English in teaching and learning 
as a way of preparing students for the world of work. This means that the teaching and 
learning of an institution is an important in create a human model. Teaching and learning is 
systematically and dynamically managed to develop a new knowledge. In addition, it can 
create innovative and creative ideas (Male, 2016).Therefore, Educators should play an 
important role in planning and implementing teaching and learning effectively. This is because 
each individual is different in terms of intellectual abilities. Therefore, in this study I used flash 
card as visual learning aids as strategic for teaching and learning. Flash card as visual learning 
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aids are interesting and help the students to associate something that has been learned. It 
will also encourage the students to recall what they learn and enhance their understanding 
of a topic (Mustaffa, 2007). 

Therefore, English is a compulsory subject that all students in ILP need to take. This is 
because most of the students studying in ILP do not get excellent results in English. So, 
students will study English each semester until the end of their studies. English lesson will be 
taught for 20 weeks. Every week students will study English for 90 minutes only. Teaching and 
learning English for 90 minutes are not enough for students who have not achieved excellent 
results in The Malaysian Certificate of Education (SPM) examinations. The students involved 
in the study only get C, D and E in the SPM examination. 

Other than that, students use Malay language to communicate and ask questions with 
lecturers. This is due to the use of Malay language during teaching and learning while in 
secondary school. This causes students weak in writing, communication and grammar. 
However, during teaching and learning the lecturer constantly corrects grammar in writing 
and communication. One of the repeated grammar problems is preposition. Students always 
use wrong prepositions while writing and speaking.  

 
Literature Review 
Learning Theories by Piaget (1954) 

The learning theory by Piaget (1954) says that learning is a change in knowledge and 
stay in memory. Piaget says every child has a different developmental pattern. This causes 
children to have different cognitive abilities and developments even though they study in the 
same level (url: http://eprints.utm.my/id/eprint/6258/1/2.pdf). According to Pahliwandari 
(2016) if the level of cognitive development is high then the ability to processing so the 
received information will also be higher. Furthermore, Zaki (2012) states that learning style 
determines the level of understanding and knowledge learned. The appropriate learning style 
will help to remember the lessons learned. Then the lessons will be stored in short-term 
memory and processed before saving in long-term memory. 

 
Multiple Intelligence Theory 

Different learning styles can also be seen through the multiple intelligence theory by 
Howard Gardner (1983). According to Howard Gardner's book "Frame of Mind" states that 
humans have 8 different intelligences. It consists of verbal-linguistic, mathematical logic, 
visual-space, kinesthetic, music, interpersonal, intrapersonal and naturalist. Eight types of 
intelligence indicate that each individual has different learning styles. Students who tend to 
visual intelligence will like to learn through visual learning aids such as picture cards, 
diagrams, charts and videos can be used to teach visual intelligence 
students(https://education.cu-portland.edu/blog/classroom-resources/multiple-
intelligences-theory/).My research will use flash card as visual learning aids so that students 
can remember and understand the use of preposition. It will help them to make sentences by 
using prepositions. 
 
Past Studies about using Visual Aids in Teaching and Learning 

There are previous studies conducted by researchers to prove visual learning aids to 
enhance the understanding and interest of students. The study by Shabiralyan et al (2015) 
proves that visual tools help to stimulate thinking and create a good learning environment. 
Furthermore, students can enhance their own understanding for the topic learned. Other 

http://eprints.utm.my/id/eprint/6258/1/2.pdf
https://education.cu-portland.edu/blog/classroom-resources/multiple-intelligences-theory/
https://education.cu-portland.edu/blog/classroom-resources/multiple-intelligences-theory/
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than that, study by Patesan et al (2018) shows that well designed visual aid will stimulate and 
motivate students and improve the effectiveness of teaching and learning. Visual learning 
aids can explain ideas by associating with real life situations. In addition, the class will be more 
interactive and interesting. Students also can improve vocabulary, listening, speaking and 
writing skills. Visual aids will make the students more creative, enhance their thinking and 
help to remind the lessons in the long term. In addition, the findings of the study of Yahaya & 
Rahman (2017) show that students are also more interested, focused, motivated to learn. 
Students also motivated in producing assignments given by lecturers. As a result, student’s 
marks also improve after using visual aid in teaching and learning. Similarly, Cade et al. (2018) 
showed that student groups which using visual aids improve a lot than the student group 
which not use visual aids. Groups using visual aids can remember information quickly than 
groups that do not use visual aids. So, educators must identify student learning styles before 
planning their teaching and learning. This is because visual intelligence student will learn 
quickly, associate something with daily life, motivate, become more creative when use 
suitable visual aid for teaching and learning. 

 
Methodology 
Research Design  

This study is an action research study which use model developed by Kemmis & 
McTaggart (1988). Kemmis & McTaggart proposes four steps for each cycle such as plan, 
action, observe and reflect. 
 
Procedure 

This study was involved students from Industrial Training Institute (ILP) Pedas. There 
are 15 first year students who Mechatronic majors was involved in this study. The instrument 
of study were include interviews, observations, pre-test and post-test. First, interviews were 
conducted among the lecture who teach English to know about the problem faced by the 
students. Second, observation was carried out during the study period to determine the 
involvement of students in the activities. Third, pre-test which contain 30 multiple choice 
question answered by the students. Fourth, post-test contain 15 multiple choice questions,10 
questions fill in the blanks, and 5 question make sentences based on the picture. This study 
uses percentages to analyze student outcomes. 
 
Results and Discussion 
Findings of Interview 

Results from interviews shows that students were weak in English subjects. This 
causes students use Malay language during teaching and learning in the classroom. However, 
lecturers encourage the students to speak in English. When students speak lecture found that 
the using of grammar is incorrect. But lecturers do not fail to correct the mistakes of students. 
Other than that, the students who get lower result in SPM studies in ILP. There are 3 student 
get C, 6 students gets D and 6 student gets E in SPM. This result shows that students are weak 
in English 
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Table 1:  
Students SPM English Result 

 
 

Findings of Observation 
I have made observations on student behavior during the teaching and learning 

process. During pre-test, the students are worried and not confident to answer the question. 
But while carrying out activities students participate and enjoy the activity. After flash card as 
visual learning aid used in the teaching and learning students answer more confident in 
answering post-test question. 

 
Pre-Test and Post Test Result 
Table 2:  
Pre-Test and Post-Test result 
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Analysis of Pre-test and post-test showed that 15 students improve in post-test. There 
are 3 students get lower percentage during pre-test. But the three students result is improve 
during post-test. 8th student, 5th student and 14th student shows increase in their percentage 
like other students. It shows flash card as visual aid help the student to improve the level of 
construct sentences using prepositions. The 11th students get highest mark in pre-test. But 
the 12th student get highest marks in post-test. The 2nd student, 4th student, 6th student, 8th 
student shows good improvement in post- test. But 1st student, 7th student, 13th students only 
got less improvement in their post-test. However, all students result got improvement after 
using flashcard as visual aid in teaching and learning. 

 
Conclusion 
Summary of Findings 

The first activity of this study was started by pre-test. Pre-test contains 30 objective 
questions without pictures. The purpose of the pre-test is to find out the prior knowledge of 
preposition. After getting pre-test result, first activity was planned to use flash card to teach 
preposition. Flash card are chosen to teach preposition because based on Multiple 
Intelligence Theory by Howard Gardner (1983) students able to understand easy with the 
picture. In addition, visual learning through pictures will create a good learning environment. 
Students can also enhance their understanding of preposition learning with picture 
(Shaniralyan et al. 2015). 

Next, Let’s Try the activity has been carried out. This activity is a game where student 
chooses a picture by turning the dice. Games are activities that can enhance student 
imagination. Students also can express ideas, concepts and desires with creativity (Fauziah, 
2010; Matarid, Sobh, & Ahmed, (2018).According to Piaget's cognitive theory, if the level of 
cognitive development is high, the ability is to process the information received will also be 
higher (Pahliwandari, 2016; Sangakala, Ahmed, & Pahi, 2016).When playing student will play 
with fun. Student chooses a picture and say the correct preposition for every picture. Students 
also contract sentences correctly. This proves that the information received will be higher 
with the game method by using visual learning aids. 

Finally post test score increase after using flash card as a visual learning aid. This is 
because the students have understood the concept of preposition through flash card and 
reinforced with a game which contain picture card. Piaget's cognitive theory proves a person's 
learning style will determine the level of understanding and knowledge. The appropriate 
learning style will help the lessons learned keep in the memory (Zaki, 2012).As a conclusion, 
flash card as visual learning aids are important for students to understand preposition clearly. 
Flash card as visual learning aids create a cheerful atmosphere and students focus on their 
learning. Flash card as visual learning aids also motivate students to ask questions in English. 
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